August 2024

FROM THE PRESIDENT:
Karl Nordin * 715-577-8692 * karlnordin61@amail.com

ICOLA Membership,

As | write my last newsletter and think back over the 10 years | served as your
president, | am very grateful to have had the opportunity to make a small impact on the
chain of lakes that | love so much. | have met so many wonderful people over the years
who share the passion for the lakes and for protecting and maintaining the recreational
opportunities we are able to enjoy. Over the years, | have also seen significant changes
in our lakes. Some have been cyclical and some, | fear, are more permanent changes.

| am proud of the accomplishments of the past 10 years, the increase in membership
which has led to greater attendance at meetings, participation in committees, and
participating in land protection projects such as shoreline restoration. | have just loved
traveling the lakes and seeing the new ICOLA shoreline grant signs popping up. Seeing
the shorelines grow up whether or not people have applied for the grant money
available is fantastic.

| am pleased with the educational opportunities we have made available over the past
10 years which has included education at membership meetings, as well as Area Lakes
Day that we were able to hold multiple times with great participation of speakers,
vendors and participants.

| am a strong believer in organizations needing turnover at the top, and | know that you
are in good hands going forward with an amazing board of directors, committee chairs,
and especially, YOU, the people who care about these lakes.

| want to extend my gratitude to all those | have worked with over the years. You have
not seen the last of me because | will continue to support ICOLA in any way that | can

and to help ensure a smooth transition for the next president. Thank you for entrusting
me as your president for the past 10 years. It was a chapter of my life | will always be

proud of.

Karl Nordin signing off as your President!


mailto:karlnordin61@gmail.com

50 YEARS

. 1SLAND LAKE

Picture above is Linda Gabriel. Her family celebrated 50 years on Island Lake in July!

FIRST ICOLA GOLF TOURNAMENT

The first of hopefully many future ICOLA golf outings was held on Saturday July, 20th at
Amacoy Golf course. It was a fantastic event and a huge success. Fun was had by all
who participated. We had a beautiful day, and 55 golfers participated.



A huge thank you to John and Ann Granholt, and Mike and Mary Niemeyer for
organizing the event and working to get sponsorships. | was told that Hawk’s bar was
extremely helpful in assisting the organizers in getting vendors to sponsor prizes.
Thanks Deb and Hawk.

(See the Island Chain of Lakes Facebook page for photos from the event.)

ICOLA GOLF OUTING SPONSOR: Please support these sponsors

Adventure Awaits Lee Beverage

Backwoods Bar and Grill Lured in Resort

Badger West Liquor Max’s on the Lake
Chippewa Valley Energy Coop Narrows Resort

Coppertop Storage Park Ridge Distributing

D Bar and Resort Pokegama Lakeside Cantina
Fabick Cat River Country Co-op

First Choice Recycling Rose’s Bay Resort

General Beer NW Saratoga Liquor

Gerald Staniszewski Re/Max Shep’s Northshore Bar
Hawks Bar Sunny’s Clear Lake Resort
Heart of the North Brewing Taylor’'s Amacoy Golf

ICOLA Association TSB Lakefront Restoration
Larson Realty Chris Butterfield- Woods and Water

THANK You!



WRA/ICOLA Fish Pond Update

Acquisition of WRA fish rearing ponds. ICOLA is working with WRA to acquire the fish
rearing ponds located on Hwy 40 across from the dam on Island Lake. The WRA is
offering the fish rearing ponds at no cost. ICOLA will be responsible for any real estate
transfer fees. After ICOLA obtains possession, we will work on elimination of property
tax.

From the Quit Claim Deed:

The Grantee, by accepting this deed, agrees to keep and maintain the parcel as a
fishery pond for a period of three years from the date of conveyance. In the event it is
used for a different purpose during that period of time, this parcel shall revert back to
the Grantor.

Permanent Covenant: The Grantee, by accepting this deed shall not allow a
campground, trailer park.

Thanks to Rod Steege (retired surveyor) and Ralph Heushele (retired attorney) for their
county records research and drafting the Quit Claim Deed.

From Rod Steege- Walleye Committee chair on the known tasks that will be needed to
be done before we can start raising fish in the ponds.

1. Fix broken pipe to south pond standpipe

2. Replace all boards for the drop gates and ramps to the drop gates.
3. Remove willow brush and spray stumps to kill roots.

4. Mow the pond bottoms and sides.

5. Mow and maintain trails around the pond area.

6. Remove pond settlement as needed.

7.Install fencing across driveway and along the road right of way.



ICOLA Final Meeting 2024
Officer / Lake Rep Elections

August 10, 2024, Hawk’s Bar
30994 122nd St #5211, New Auburn, Wl 54757

ICOLA BOARD ELECTIONS
AUGUST ELECTION BALLOT

Nominations will be accepted up until the August meeting
President: Jeff Pippenger
Secretary: Kristi Thoreson
* Chain Lake Rep: Frank Draxler *

Chain Lake Rep is a one year special election due to Jeff Pippenger running for
the President position

Clear Lake: Larry Bins
Island Lake: Rick Krahn

July 13, 2024
Association Meeting Agenda Brat Feed

I. 11 AM call meeting to order
Il.  Pledge of Allegiance
[ll.  Secretary’s report: Approved
IV.  Treasurer's report: See below. 20 calendars left-please take them! Approved.
V.  Old Business:
VI.  Fireworks: Provided by Higgins/Bonacorda Family and Shep’s. Thank you.




VII.

VI.
VILI.

VIII.

Committee Reports:

A. Walleye Committee- Rod Steege. Working with WRA to get a quit claim
deed for the fish hatchery parcel. Need to take down brush. Deciding
how to get our frey/fingerlings going. Raise our own or purchase.
Shoreline Restoration- Carol Hakala
Invasive Species Committee: Karl Nordin reported that he spoke with
Tom Frank, member of the invasive species committee, and he was able
to gather and put out beetles in the areas identified with higher
concentrations of purple loosestrife. Biggest concentration is in the
channel between McCann and Island.

D. Facebook/ website update- Sandy Johnson: 547 members. Have turned
off anonymous posting. Be kind and courteous. Updating the website.

O w

Any other Old Business?

New Business:

ICOLA Golf Tournament, John Granholt- July 20, 2024 2PM Registration and
Shotgun Start at 3PM Amacoy Golf

Thank you to all who assisted with the Brat feed especially Jeanine and Jeff
Rossow

Reminder of August Elections- Ballot sent out in the July Minutes

Other New Business

Motion To adjourn: Lin Bobb. Second: Sandy Johnson. Approved.

Door Prizes

Speaker: Rusk County Sheriff Deputy Zielke

Reminders from the speakers:

Overall not a lot of violations on the Island Chain. Common violations include
pontoons cruising slow no wake within 100 ft of shoreline, jet ski violations
within 200 ft of shoreline. Riding on the bow, feet hanging over while under
power. People towing in the channel need to maintain control and stay 100 ft
away from other watercraft.

DNR Warden: Dylan

All boats need to be 100 ft from other ANCHORED boats and swimmers. Jet
skis need to be 200 ft from docks/piers. Jet skis need to be 100 ft from all
boats/people. WI Spring General Hearing at the DNR: Proposed adding
restrictions for wake boats: 700 ft from shore, can’t operate in less shallow than
20 ft and lakes bigger than 1500 acres. This will go through the committee. If it
passes the committee it goes to rule making.

Jodi Lepsch (aquatic vegetation specialist from the DNR) has indicated that
there are more weeds and blue green algae present due to the early ice out
winter therefore not much of a weed die-out over winter. People and pets
should avoid blue-green algae.



