August 2023 - Association Newsletter

FROM THE PRESIDENT:
Karl Nordin * 715-577-8692 * karlnordin61@amail.com

Lake Association Members,

Can you believe it is August already? Where has the summer gone? August also marks the
end of the Lake Association Meeting schedule for 2023. The last meeting will be on August
12, 2023, at 10 AM at Hawks. Following the business meeting we will have a presentation by
Jeff Scheirer, WI DNR Fisheries Biologist. He will be on hand to discuss the fish studies that
have taken place on the Island Chain of Lakes in 2023.

August also is a month of reflection on the 2023 year. | feel we again had a great year of
activities, meetings and education. In May, Nick Stadnyk, Rusk County Conservationist was on
hand to discuss how the Rusk County Shoreline Restoration monies could work hand and
hand with the Lake Association’s shoreline restoration funds to support protected shorelines.
June brought WI DNR Warden Dylan Belisle and Rusk County Sheriff Burt Zelke to discuss
regulatory issues and boating rules on the lake. In July, we had Titus Seilheimer (who grew up
on our chain of lakes and now is the Fisheries Outreach Specialist for the Sea Grant project
with the University of Wisconsin) who presented on Chinese Mystery Snails - The invasive
snail that has found home in our Chain of Lakes. Tiaus gave a very informative and
entertaining presentation, shared how you can also eat these snails, and prepared a pasta
snail dish for people to sample.

2023 also was a great year for membership participation and active committees. | always
take a risk of missing some participation when | mention all the activities that took place. Here
are a few that | know of and my apologies if | missed any. Buoy crew - We continue to have a
maintenance and replacement plan to keep all the hazard, channel, and slow no wake buoys
on the channel in good shape and promote safety. Additionally, this year solar lights were
added to all the channel markers and slow no wake markers and this has been a great safety
upgrade. The Walleye Committee was active in the spring fish studies working alongside the
DNR and they also continue to work on fish habitat opportunities. The Shoreline Restoration
Committee has granted monies to several homeowners who have already applied and planted
native plantings along our shorelines to prevent erosion and run off that can be harmful to our
lakes. The Invasive Species Committee was able to collect Purple Loosestrife beetles and
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place them strategically throughout our chain of lakes to keep the loosestrife in check. Sandy
Johnson reported that our Chain of Lakes Facebook Community continues to grow and it has
provided a great outlet for pictures, lost and found, and general communication for our chain of
lakes. The association is currently working to apply to obtain a section of Hwy. 40 for Adopt a
Highway clean up. In July, there was a great showing of support for organizing the Annual
Brat feed at Sunny’s on Clear Lake. Special thanks to all the bars on our Chain of Lakes for
hosting one meeting each throughout the year. The year couldn’t have been what it was
without the contributions of all the volunteers. | would also like to personally thank all the
Board members and your Lake Representatives who have been willing to serve your
Association.

Thanks to all who attended meetings in 2023 and participated in great discussions and thanks
to all who practice safe boating and respect for others when out on the lakes.

Island Chain of Lakes
July 8, 2023 Agenda
Brat Feed
|. Call to Order- 11 AM
II. Pledge of Allegiance
Ill. Welcome new members-Jim and Laurie Price (Chain Lake), Scott and Sue Nelson
(Clear Lake).
IV. Secretary report - approve as mailed out in newsletter. Ted Hakala-Motioned, Tom
Miesener 2" Approved.
V. Treasurer report — Memberships
233 Members
18 associate members. See attached at the end of the notes. Motion: Sandy Johnson, 2"
Joe Approved
VI. Committee Reports
- Walleye- Rod Steege- August meeting will have DNR giving a report of DNR
data from shocking. Committee is looking to do a tree drop on Island
Lake-working with DNR on that. DNR is in a stocking program study for walleye
right now so ILCOLA is on hold to do anything with our walleye money.
- Invasive Species- Kent Gierhart: Example purple loosestrife plant presented.
Committee gathered beetles, dug plants, and netted dug plants to grow beetles.
Most beetles were placed in the channel between Island and McCanna as well
on Chain Lake. Most plants start flowering mid-July.
-Shoreline Restoration- Carol Hakala: About 15 property owners currently
involved in shoreland restoration. Signs are being placed when projects are being
completed.
- Facebook Update- Sandy Johnson: 336 Members. You can search within the
page with the magnifying glass; it will bring up the posts you are searching for
(i.e. “fireworks”).
- ICOLA Store: Last time open for 2023- Mary Baldeshwiler Nordin: Last chance
to purchase is through July 11" at midnight.

VII.  Thank you to Sheps and the Higgins/Bonacarda Families for the fireworks



VIIl.  ther Old Business: None.

New Business:

XIlII. Highway Clean up: Segment of County Hwy D from Plummer Road to State Hwy 40.
Volunteers should text or call Nancy Rothwell. 715-577-3618. Three-mile stretch.
County provides reflective vests, garbage bags, etc.

IX. Channel Buoy lighting and request to light slow no-wake areas. Will take off for the winter
and store inside.

X. 2024 Lake Days Scheduled - Saturday April 13, 2023 at Arrowhead
a. Speaker Suggestions?

XI. ICOLA Elections at next meeting: Treasure, Vice President, Lake Reps. McCann
and Chain Lakes.

XII. Recognition of 2022 Outgoing Board Members Al Christianson (past secretary)
Tom Slowinski (past Clear Lake Rep.).

Other New Business: :
~ Would someone set up a golf outing for the association? $&&
~Question about the cell towers not being hooked up yet.

Motion to adjourn: Sandy Johnson 2nd: Ron Ottum

Adjourned.

Door Prizes- Thanks to Mike and Connie Olson (movie tickets) John Kowalewski (wood
working) Snowmobile Club (corn feed tickets)

Guest Speaker July 8th Titus Seilheimer- Fisheries Outreach Specialist
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ICOLA MEETING LOCATIONS, DATES AND TIMES

August 12, 2023 ~ 10 AM @ Hawks *Will need to hold elections for Vice President,
Treasurer, And Lake Reps for McCann and Chain Lakes

Speaker in August: Jeff Scheirer- WI DNR Fish Biologist

2023 August Board Ballot

Treasure: John Kowalewski- Chain Lake
Vice President: Sandy Johnson- Island Lake
Chain Lake Rep: Jeff Pippenger

McCann Lake Rep: Ted Hakala

Dog Owners:

It has been requested that | add a reminder that if you are walking your
dog and they have to do number 2 in someone's yard- please be prepared
to pick it up. Thank you.

COME JOIN ICOLA’S FACEBOOK PAGE
https://www.facebook.com/groups/447896983490573/




ISLAND CHAIN OF LAKES ASSOCIATION, INC.

Year ending lune 30, 2023

Year ending June 30, 2024

Budget Actual Budget
Receipts
Dues, donations 7,000 84,335 7,000
Brat feed sales 450 485 450
Calendars 275 255 275
Lake Day 1,000 0 2,500
Other 6l 50
Total receipts 8,725 5,136 10,275
Expenditures
Printing, postage, office, sound 1,000 813 1,000
Outgoing officers gift &00 300
Meeting expense & door prizes 175 120 175
Dues, memberships, subscriptions 0 250 250
Insurance B30 477 B30
Brat feed costs 500 427 500
Calendars 400 488 500
Fireworks 2,050 2,050 2,050
Web site 200 28 200
AL E. D. purchases 200 546 200
Bouy & Fontoon repairs, gas, etc. 800 1,188 1,000
Landing sign additions or repairs 100 0 100
Other 200 40 200
Lake Day 1,000 0 1,000
Total expenditures 7,955 7,149 8,705
Receipts over (under) expenditures 770 1,987 1,570
Beginning balance in checking account 11,206
Ending balance in checking account 13,193
Beginning balance, unrestricted Money Market 11,317 11,317
Interest, unrestricted Money Market 165
Ending balance, unrestricted Money Market 11,481
Unrestricted funds total 24,674




Restricted Funds

Beginning balance Walleye 19,457
Donations i
Expenditures ]
Interest, Walleye 283
Ending balance Walleye 19,739
Beginning balance Land 15,346
Donations ]
Expenditures i)
Interest, Land 223
Ending balance Land 15,569
Beginning balance Shoreland Preservation 15,001
Donations 10,000
Expenditures 750
Interest, Shoreland Preservation 237
Ending balance Shoreland Preservation 24 4RB
Total Assets 84,470

Mote: All amounts rounded to nearest dollar



