Island Chain of Lakes, Assn (ICOLA) Membership Meeting Minutes
6/14/2025 - Sheps

Board Members Present: Jeff Pippenger, John Kowalewski, Sandy Johnson,
Frank Draxler, Rick Krahn, Larry Bins, LaNette Flunker

1.

Meeting was called to order at 10:01am by Jeff Pippenger
Pledge of Allegiance

New Members

Daryl and Missy Cook - McCann

Mark and Shauna Madson - Island

Speaker - Sage Dunham Topic - “Bats”

Brown bats are the most common bat in Northern Wisconsin. lllegal to
kill a bat. Major agriculture pest controllers (1 Billion a year saved in
corn industry). Bat houses should be on a pole or side of a wall, not a
tree as predators can get in. The bat house should be south facing and
be dark in color to hold in heat. An “exclusion device” can be used to
get a bat out of a place you don’t want them, such as your attic.

Question: Do bats hibernate in their bat house? Answer: Too cold in
northern Wisconsin so they migrate south.

Question: What is an effective way to get a bat out of your living room?
Answer: Turn on the lights. Put on leather gloves. Use a box to cover
and a piece of cardboard to trap it and release it outdoors.

Question: What is the life span of a brown bat? Answer: | am not
certain.

Question: Are the numbers of bats improving since the significant loss
you mentioned? Answer: Yes, but very slowly

Question: Do bats usually return to the same area? Answer: Yes

Question: Do most bats have rabies. Answer: Less that 1% have
rabies but 70% of rabies cases come from bats.



Secretary’s Report
Motion to approve as written: Bob Jensen
Second: Brad Brenner
Passed
Treasurer’s Report
John Kowalewski provided the following information:
Memberships 201 Associate Memberships. 15
Funds - Money Market
Walleye 37,194.03
Conservation Land 16,269.11
Shoreland Restoration 26,930.98
BLM Islands 5,118.31
Unrestricted 26,328.91

Funds - Checking

Fireworks 8,646.77
Unrestricted 8,786.20
Total All Funds $129,274.31

Motion to approve as presented: Ralph Heuschele
Second: Bryce Rothwell
Passed

John stated that there has been a phishing attempt using Jeff’s email.
As a result John has changed our bank account passwords



It was also brought to our attention that the “Land” fund needed to be
more appropriately named “Conservation Land” per the source of the
funds.

7. Committee Reports

Shoreline Restoration: Rick and Deb Krahn were presented with a sign
to be posted at their shoreline recognizing the completion of their
project.

Walleye: Two hundred pounds of #10 minnows were placed in the

ponds to feed the walleye. This will be done every one to two weeks.
The walleye are growing as they should be. Looking for volunteers to
help with the cleaning of the filters which needs to be done each day.

Invasive Species: A reminder to always clean live wells before moving
your boat between lakes to prevent the spread of invasive species.

Highway Cleanup: There were 12 volunteers. Will have a fall clean up
day as well. Considering doing a different section of the road along the
lake as there was very little to cleanup this time.

Boaters Safety: Looking for someone to head up this committee.
Sandy Johnson reported that there are safety handbooks available at
each of the boat landings on our lakes. A question was raised
regarding the age requirement for operating a jet ski. A safely course
and test is required for anyone born after 1989. Kids younger than 12
cannot operate a jet ski. You can have up to 3 people on a jet ski.

Brat Feed: July 12, 2025 at Sunny’s at 11:00am. The meal is free to
members. Beverages will not be provided and should be purchased at
Sunny’s. An electronic RSVP will be emailed to members so that the
correct amount of food can be purchased/prepared.

Facebook and Website: Jeff spoke about the need to refrain from
posting political or contentious content on our Facebook page and to
respect the administrators of the page as we are all volunteers. Sandy
Johnson to post the policies as a reminder of expectations. Sandy
mentioned that requests are being automatically denied by Facebook if
you have been on Facebook for less than 6 months. She can handle
these requests on a case by case basis to approve your access.



8. Old Business

ICOLA Golf Outing: 2nd annual golf outing is scheduled for Saturday
July 26th at Amacoy with a 2:00pm checkin and a 3:00pm start. $35
per person with cart or $140 for a foursome. Includes golf, cart and
food. Anyone can golf including non members. Looking for prize
donations. NEW this year is you will be expected to Pre-pay. Checks
made out to Amacoy. Contact Michael Niemeyer or John Granholt with
questions

Fireworks: July 4th on Chain Lake and July 5th on Island. Special
thank you to the Bonacorda and Shepler families.

Chain Lake Firework Details. 9:00pm Music, 9:30pm fireworks to begin.
No traffic between the island and Sarahs Smile will be allowed due to
dangerous conditions. 10:30pm approximate time fireworks will end.

Anchoring distance of 1000 ft is required “Happiness Is”, is
approximately 600 ft from Sarah’s Smile

Jeff will send out this information to the membership and Sandy will
post on the Facebook prior to the 4th of July festivities.

Bill Bonacorda stated at the point he sees that it is too much of a liability
to his family, he will discontinue offering to provide the fireworks show.

Fireworks fundraising update by Mike Prasher: Currently at $15,000
with a goal of $20,000. This one time only fundraiser is to support the
Bonacorda and Shepler families with an opportunity to recoup some of
the cost of equipment purchased to provide fireworks. Whatever
money is raised will be split evenly.

Princy’s BBQ has generously offered 10% of sales from his food truck
at Sheps on Friday June 20th from 4:00 to 8:00pm.

Question: What is the status of purchasing the BLM (Bureau of Land
Management) property. Answer: Only 1 of the 3 is owned by BLM. It
appears we will be able to purchase that island for 1/2 market price,
using the conservation funds. The ownership of the other islands is at
question and will take a different process to possibly purchase. Before
statehood, these two islands were part of shoreline property. They
likely became islands when the dam was built, long after statehood.



Question: Do we own the ponds? Answer: As of October 28, 2024 we
signed a 3 year agreement stating that if we properly maintain the
ponds, the lake association will officially take ownership.

9. New Business

Jeff made the following statement: Each person requesting to speak
will be limited to 3 minutes. If someone has said essentially the same
thing, you may still speak to show your support, but please be brief.
The first item on new business is based on a motion made at the May
membership meeting. Paper Voting Ballots will be used at the end of
the discussion.

#1. Surveying the membership on wake enhancement restrictions.

Question: What are Restrictions? Answer: That boats would not be
allowed to use ballasts (take on water) systems on our lakes.

Question: Why are we voting on something when everyone is not
here? Answer: The agenda was provided to all members as
notification. Everyone was given an opportunity to attend and the
members here exercised their right to be here.

Question: What is the update from the township? Big Bend Town
Chairman, Tom Meisner stated that all three townships have had
several individuals attend their meetings regarding the possibility of
wake enhancement restrictions. They have decided they have heard
both sides and have requested that individuals send their questions/
concerns/statements to the state. They will no longer open the floor at
their meetings to this discussion. If the townships receive something in
writing from individuals in their township, they will send it on to the
state.

Question: How will the survey be distributed? Answer: The second
action under new business is regarding amending the bylaws to allow
for electronic surveying of members we have emails for. The current
bylaws which were put in place before this was an option, state
specifically paper ballots. Paper ballots will still be provided to those
who did not provide us an email. It will be 1 vote per membership, 30
days for members to respond and 90 days for the board to provide
results.



Question: Why are only members being included in the survey?
Answer: Bylaws state only members from the last 2 years can vote.

Question: Why not send the survey to all other lakes in our area.
Answer: Our bylaws state that only members can vote.

Question: What if a person owns more than 1 property on the lake?
Answer: That would be one membership for all the properties you own
so it would be 1 vote per membership.

Ralph Heuschele stated he had been on the lake for 35+ years and
supports the survey

With no further questions, a call for a motion was made by Jeff.
George Hurtis made the following motion:

So move the board to survey the membership, leaving it up to
the board to compose the questions with the content to be
regarding the use/restrictions of wake enhancement equipment
on boats on the ICOLA.

Second: Ralph Heuschele

Question: Will the survey be brought back for discussion? Answer:
That is not in the motion.

Question: Are there surveys already in existence? Answer: No

Question: Will the survey questions be brought back to the
membership for review? Answer: No per the motion.

Question: Will the board go ahead to create and distribute the survey?
Answer: Yes

Question: What happens next? Answer: Results will first be sent to
the membership and then to the townships.

Question: Timeframe for survey to be done. Answer: As soon as
possible.

With no further questions the ballots were distributed by the lake reps.
Each member received one ballot and their name was checked off of
the list.



Survey results: 46 yes 8 no - The motion passed
#2 Amending the By Bylaws to allow for electronic surveys
John Kowalewski made the following motion:

We ask the board to amend the bylaws to include electronic
surveying, with 15 days for the the membership to respond and
30 days for the board to get results back to the membership.

Second by Grant Beardsley
Ralph Heuschele amends the motion to 30 days for membership.
Second Mark Schmitt

Chris Hirschinger amends the motion to 20 days for the membership
and 20 days for the board.

Second Steve Burkart
Passed

Jeff Pippenger informed us that Mike Kasel resigned from being the
McCann lake representative. Jerry Shadick has volunteered to assume
this role.

Buck Paulson made the motion for Jerry Shadick to replace Mike Kasel
as the McCann lake representative.

Second - Bonnie Bins
Passed
10. Other New Business

Ralph Heuschele discussed the benefits of the canine program to our
area and would like to see a donation from the lake association to
support this program. A request was made to put this on the July
agenda.

11. Motion to Adjourn

Bonnie Bins



Second - Chris Hirschinger
Passed at 12:05pm
Respectfully submitted

LaNette Flunker Secretary



