
I	 Meeting called to order by Jeff Pippenger at 10:00am May 10, 2025 at 

	 Backwoods Bar and Grill


II	 Pledge of Allegiance


III	 New Members were given an opportunity to introduce themselves.  No new 

	 members chose to do so

	 


Jeff shared the names of members who had passed this past year.  


IV	 Secretary’s Report	 

	 Correction for the spelling of Jeff Pippenger’s name was requested.  Motion to

 	 approve the minutes with this correction was made my Steve Nick and

	 seconded by Gary Garnett. Passed

	 

V	 Treasurer’s Report

	 Currently 126 full memberships and 7 associate memberships

	 

	 Funds - Money Market

	 	 Walleye	 30,724.38

	 	 Land	 	 16,243.56

	 	 Shoreland Restoration	 20,382.97

	 	 BLM Islands	 	 5110.27

	 	 Unrestricted	 	 26,287.57


	 Funds - Checking

	 	 Fireworks	 	 1,620.00

	 	 Unrestricted	 	 6723.93


	 Total - All Funds	 107,092.68


Motion to approve Treasurer’s report was made by Sandy Johnson and 
seconded by Joe Stienessen. Passed


VI	 Committee Reports

	 Shoreline Restoration - Carol Hakala

	 	 Carol acknowledged the members on the committee and stated that a

	  	 new Chairperson will be needed as she and Ted will be moving out of the

 	 	 area. 

	 	 11 completed projects

	 	 7 applications in process


	 Walleye - Rod Stegge

	 	 48,000 fry have been placed in the rearing ponds for $204  Capacity is

	 	 50,000 to 100,000 

	 	 Looking for volunteers to help with cleaning the filters




	 	 Looking for a shed donation.  Records need to be kept on site. 


	 

	 Invasive Species - Kent Gierhart

	 	 Kent was not in attendance.  It was stated this committee has no report

 	 	 to make


	 Highway Clean up - Nancy Rothwell

	 Hwy D to Hwy 40 clean up is scheduled for Saturday May 17, starting

	 at 8:30.  All are welcome.


	 Boaters Safety - Tom Scelzo

Tom presented a proposed map for where wakeboard boats could 
operate using their ballast systems to not impact the shoreline and to 
not disrupt the lake bottom.  There are currently 8 wakeboard boats on 
our lakes.  Significant discussion/concerns/questions regarding the 
implementation, enforcement, and appropriateness of this plan.  This 
plan has not been reviewed nor approved by the ICOLA board and 
should not be used in any format to be shared.  Since this information 
has already been shared with the three townships boards without 
approval, a letter from the Board will be sent to let them know that it is 
not currently endorsed by ICOLA Board of Directors.  A survey of the 
membership is being considered.  


Dave Whitehouse has worked with a life jacket loaner program and will 
share information on this with the boating safety committee


A request for additional members for this committee was made.  Please 
contact Sandy Johnson if interested.


	 Brat Feed - Joe and Jeanine Rossow	 

The brat feed meal will be free this year, however beverages will need to 
be purchased at Sunny’s.  Since the numbers attending is anticipated to 
increase due to the meal being free, there will be a method of RSVPing.  
The brat feed is scheduled for July 12th.


	 Facebook/Website - Sandy Johnson

Galen Flunker has volunteered to maintain the association website. 
Updating and organization has been the focus.  Service providers in the 
area can request to have their information posted on the website.


There are currently 644 Facebook Members.  The Facebook page is 
public, however all individuals need to agree to the our expectations for 
posting. 




VII	 Thank you to members

Who have worked on the calendar, buoys, pontoon storage, Board 
members and Committee chairs


VIII	 Lake Association Store - Sandy Johnson

For anyone interested in ICOLA apparel, the store is open through the 
end of the day May 11, 2025.  Items ordered will be brought to the June 
meeting for you to pick up.  You can also have items shipped to yourself 
but you will need to pay shipping charges.


IX	 Old Business

A question was raised regarding the functioning of the cell towers. They 
are Verizon towers and are functioning.  


X	 New Business

Fireworks - Mike Prasher presented that he started a Go Fund Me page 
to support the continuation of fireworks on Chain and Island Lakes.  
Currently $15,000 has been raised.  The Higgins family has stated that in 
order to safely continue providing a fireworks show it will cost $10,000 
for new equipment.  It costs approximately $8,000 a year for the 
fireworks.  The goal is to raise $20,000 and whatever funds are raised 
will be split evenly with the Higgins family and Sheps.  The ICOLA lake 
association will provide $1,000 to Sheps and to the Higgins.  Clean up is 
planned.   Motion was made by Katie Gore and seconded by Tom 
Scelzo to support this project


Lake Monitoring - Richard Martin is stepping down from conducting the 
water quality testing and reporting.  Kevin O’Brien will be assuming this 
volunteer role


ICOLA Golf Tournament - John Granholt announced that the second 
annual golf tournament is scheduled for July 26th at Amacoy and is 
scheduled to start at 3:00pm.  You will be asked to pre-register. 
Information on register is forth coming. It is open to all.  Looking for 
donations for prizes.


XI	 Other New Business 

Steve Nick made a motion to conduct a survey of the membership 
regarding the use of wakeboard boats ballast systems. The ICOLA logo 
needs to be removed from the brochure and map showing lake areas 
that can be utilized by wake boats too. Second by Joe Stienessen.  
Passed


Dave Whitehouse made a motion to amend the bylaws to allow 
electronic surveying of the membership.  Second by Kevin O’Brien. 
Passed




New McCaan Lake Representative - Mike Kasel has volunteered to 
replace Ted Hakala who is moving.  A motion by Ted Hakala and a 
second by Sandy Johnson.  Passed


It was brought to our attention the island lake boat landing off right of 
way road has heaved and is unsafe for launching boats.   


XII	 Motion to Adjourn 

Sandy Johnson made a motion to adjourn and was seconded by Bob 
Atwood.  Passed  

Respectfully Submitted

LaNette Flunker

Secretary 



