
Island Chain of Lakes, Assn (ICOLA) Membership Meeting 
Minutes 7/12/2025 - Sunnys 

Board Members Present: Jeff Pippenger, John Kowalewski, 
Sandy Johnson, Rick Krahn, Larry Bins, Jerry Shadick, LaNette 
Flunker 

Board Member Absent: Frank Draxler 

1. Meeting was called to order at 10:00am by Jeff Pippenger 

2. Pledge of Allegiance 

3. New Members  
 
No new members introduced  
Jeff offered a moment of silence for Tom Nayes, a member 
who recently passed away. 

4. Speakers - Deputy Zielke, Rusk County Sheriff Dept and 
WDNR Belisle and Kendzior Topic: Boating Safety

  
While patrolling our lakes over the July 4th holiday, the 
following observations were made:  
Registration issues, Not enough or the right type of life 
jackets, Fire extinguishers were out of date, No covers on 
batteries, Non motorized watercraft without life jackets.               

 
Question: What are the differences between the classes of 
life jackets. Answer: The preferred class jackets are 1 and 2 
as they keep your head facing up if you are knocked 
unconscious. A class 4 throwable is required for boats over 
16 feet. 



 
Question: At what age are children no longer required to 
wear a life jacket? Answer: On non-federal waters such as 
our lakes, children are not required to wear life jackets, 
however it is highly recommended that young children and 
those who do no know how to swim do so. Establish family 
boat rules for kids to follow regarding life jackets. On federal 
waters, children up to 13 must wear a life jacket.

 
Question: Do jet skis have to have room to fit on them the 
number of people they are towing? Answer: No they do not. 

5. Secretary’s Report  
Motion to approve as written: Mark Schmitt Second: Bonnie 
Bins.      Passed 

6. Treasurer’s Report 
John Kowalewski provided the following information: 

Funds - Money Market  
Walleye 29,266.03

Conservation Land 16,298.07

 Shoreland Restoration 26,978.92

BLM Islands   5,127.42

Unrestricted 26,375.78

Funds - Checking 

Unrestricted   7,452.29

Total $111,499.51



Motion to approve as presented: Joe Stienesson  Second: Dan 
Borreson Passed 

John mentioned that he has had requests for members personal 
information such as emails, phone numbers etc. The association 
will not share this type of information with anybody. 

7. Committee Reports

 
Shoreline Restoration: Deb Krahn 

Deb is preparing a map of completed projects on the lake 
for those interested in looking at the type of projects 
people have had funded. In addition to shoreline 
restoration, projects such as rain gardens and rain barrels 
have been funded. A nursery in the area still has native 
plants for sale and planting them can take place into early 
fall. Please contact Deb by phone: 715-495-7923, By 
email: debkrahn@grmail.com or on Facebook messenger 
if interested in additional information 

Walleye: Rod Stegge 

The fish are continuing to do well. Rod was able to 
measure a sample of 3 - 3/12 inch walleye. He hopes we 
will be able to transfer fish to the lakes this fall. 

Invasive Species: Kent Gierhart No report provided. 
A reminder to always clean live wells before moving your 
boat between lakes to prevent the spread of invasive 
species. 

Boaters Safety: Continuing to look for a chair. 

Jeff has been in touch with members who are considering 
taking on this role. 



Facebook and Website: Sandy Johnson. 

All is currently going well. 8. Old Business 

ICOLA Golf Outing: 

2nd annual golf outing is scheduled for Saturday July 26th 
at Amacoy with a 2:00pm checkin and a 3:00pm start. $35 
per person with cart or $140 for a foursome. Includes golf, 
cart and food. Anyone can golf including non members. 
Looking for prize donations. NEW this year is you will be 
expected to Pre-pay. Pre registration is not going well. 
Need to know the number not only for golfing but for 
making sure there is enough food prepared. Checks made 
out to Amacoy. Contact Michael Niemeyer or John 
Granholt with questions. You will be able to pay by cash, 
check, and CC. Looking for someone to handle payment 
at the event. 

Fireworks: 

Bill Bonacorda publicly thanked the individuals who helped 
with both setup and clean up. Special thank you to George 
Hurtis, Tim/Barb Stowasser, and Mike Prasher  
 

9. New Business  
Jeff read the proposed change as provided on the agenda 
regarding allowing the use of electronic survey tools in 
addition to written. 
Motion to accept as written: John Kowaleski Second - Bob 
Atwood.      Passed 

10. Other New Business  
August elections will be held for the following positions: Vice 
President, Treasurer, Chain Lake Rep, and McCann Lake 



Rep. Please let Jeff know your interest in running for a 
position within the next two weeks.                                                 

 
Question: What are the responsibilities of a lake 
representative? Answer: There is not a description in the 
bylaws but Jeff gave his personal experience as a lake rep. 
He stated that members contacting him regarding concerns/
complaints was the most common activity with noise issues 
being the most common issue. You take information that is 
brought to you to the board.

  
Thank you to Rick Krahn for fixing the pontoon motor, which 
saved the association significant money.  

11. Motion to Adjourn Tom Scalzo Second - Deb Krahn 

Passed at noon 

97 people in attendance. 

Respectfully submitted LaNette Flunker Secretary  
 


