
Island Chain of Lakes, Assn (ICOLA) Membership Meeting Minutes 5/9/26 - Sheps


Board Members Present: Jeff Pippenger, Chris Hirschinger, Rick Krahn, Jerry Shadick, Frank 
Draxler, LaNette Flunker   Members Absent:  Larry Bins, Jerry Sulter


Meeting was called to order at 10:00am by Jeff Pippenger


Pledge of Allegiance 


New Members - New member introduced.


Secretary’s Report - LaNette Flunker - Motion to accept Randy Wilkinson  Second Steve Nick 
Passed


Treasurer’s Report - Chris Hirschinger - Motion to accept Kristi Thoreson Second Dave 
Whitehouse - Passed


Committee Reports                                                                                                        
Shoreline Restoration - Deb Krahn - There is over $27,000 available.   Can be used 
for: Rain Barrels, Purchase of native plants, Rain Gardens.  It can not be used for rip-
wrap. If interested contact Deb and she will step you through the process.           
Walleye - Rod Stegge - Good success with 5600 walleye from 6-12 inches long being 
distributed by lake size last Fall.  Doubled the amount of fry from last year were recently 
placed in the ponds.  NEED volunteers to help with cleaning screens which needs to be 
completed at least twice per day.                                                                                                
Invasive Species - no report                                                                                  
Highway Clean-up - Nancy Rothwell - 3 mile stretch on D from Hwy 40 to Plummer 
road.  May 30th is the first date and one will be scheduled for the Fall.  Volunteers 
needed	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	                            
Boaters Safety - Dave Whitehouse - Dave is a retired fire fighter with water rescue 
diving expertise.  Promotes the use of life jackets through a program called Jacobs 
Jackets after a child who drowned not wearing one.  One of the most unsafe things he 
has seen on our lakes is people riding on the front of pontoons.  Another is not using 
lights in the evening/night.  	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	
Brat Feed - Jeff Rossow - At Sunny’s and will again this year be free for members to 
eat.  Beverages for purchase at Sunny’s.  More information to follow                                                              
Facebook and Website - Sandy Johnson could not attend.  There are currently 822 
followers of our Facebook page.  LaNette Flunker on Galens’ behalf mentioned that 
there are a lot of resources and an easier format to the organization of documents on 
the website.  If anyone has suggestions/changes/updates please let Galen know.  


	 	 Jef thanked the members who were involved for their work on the calendar, buoys, 
pontoon storage, ponds etc and all board members for their work this past year.


	 Lake Association Store - Frank Draxler spoke for Jerry Salter - Deadline for ordering is 
June 13th.  Link on website and ICOLA Facebook page


	 Old Business - None


New Business 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	
Fireworks Donation - $1,000 donation to Sheps and the Bonacorda Family.  Motion to 
accept: Linda Carpenter Second: Troy Mertens.  Passed.                                           



ICOLA Golf Tournament - Proceeds will go towards the walleye ponds expenses.  9am 
shotgun start, Maximum of 72 golfers, July 18th, looking for hole sponsors and 
volunteers, $50 per person, their will be a way to Venmo payment and it must be 
received in advance   Rearing Ponds Electric Service - This would eliminate the use of 
generators which are very cumbersome and noisy to the neighbors of the ponds.  A 
$1,000 was received towards the cost of installation.  WRA (Rusk County Restoration 
Association) donated electrical supplies and Chad Neisth, an electrician has donated 
his time.  The monthly cost will be approximately $48/month.  Motion to move forward 
with the project by Tim Showasser  Second:  Deb Krahn   Passed.          	 	 	 	
Food Pantry Donations - Galen and LaNette Flunker have offered to collect shelf 
stable food items brought to the summer lake association meetings and then deliver to 
the New Auburn/Bloomer food pantry.  A cash donation box will also be available.        
Bylaw Amendments -  Article VI Board of Directors Section 3 Elections - Proposed 
change to bylaws made by Joe Stienessen is as follows:


	 	 	 Section 2 - ELECTIONS. At the regular scheduled meeting immediately prior to 
the annual meeting the Board of Directors (or committee designated) shall nominate one 
or more members for each vacant position on the Board. Additional nominations of 
members that are willing to serve shall be taken from the floor. At the following annual 
meeting all contested (were more than one person is nominated for a Board position) 
elections for the Board shall be conducted by secret written ballot (Wis. Stats. S. 
181.0804). Non-contested elections shall be held by voice vote. 

Motion to discuss Dan Borreson  Second Mark Schmitt   Jeff stated that following last 
years election that he and other board members were contacted by several members 
who raised questions/concerns over their understanding that there were no positions 
up for re-election being challenged based on the agenda received and concerns how 
the actual vote took place without verification of who actually voted were actual 
members etc.  Significant discussion regarding the proposed change to the bylaws.  
There were members in attendance that felt that they wanted to keep as is, with the 
primary argument of “all” other elections allow a write in on the day of the election.  
There were members who wanted to see the bylaws change so that they had an 
opportunity to learn more about who the interested parties are before voting. Jeff 
replied to a variety of questions/clarifications.  One specific clarification was that a 
member would not need to be at the July meeting to be nominated or to self nominate 
in order to be on the ballot but the nomination would need to be known by the board of 
directors on the day of the July meeting to be included in the agenda that goes out for 
the August election meeting.  Motion was made by George Hurtis to table to the June 
meeting  Second by Susan Hamblin  Vote 18 Table. 16 Oppose                                                        


	 	 Bylaw Amendment - Article IX - Miscellaneous Provisions. Section 5 Dissolution 
Clause - it was determined that we already had this clause in our Articles of 
Incorporation and it is not was necessary to be in our By-laws. This information was not 
known at the time the agenda was distributed   No action was necessary.


	 	 Other New Business		 	 	 	 	 	 	 	      
Area Lakes Day Feedback - Attendance appeared to be down a bit from the past.  The 
weather was quite cold and windy which may have contributed to less people coming 
north for the weekend.  The speakers and vendors were well received. 


	 	 Dave Whitehouse motion: I move that, consistent with the Bylaws and the mission of 
the Island Chain of Lakes Property Owners Association to promote safety, environmental 



stewardship, and responsible lake use, the membership directs the Board to have the 
Boaters Safety Committee develop a Wake Surfing Safety Guidance Map for our Chain 
of Lakes.The map shall identify recommended areas for wake surfing based on safety, 
shoreline protection, and environmental considerations, and shall be labeled as 
voluntary guidance only. I further move that the Association distribute this map to 
members and the public, including posting at boat landings where permitted.A draft 
shall be presented within 30 days, with final publication within 60 days.Total 
expenditures shall not exceed $1000 without further approval as required by the Bylaws 


	 	 Steve Nick made the motion to postpone  Bryce Rothwell second.  Vote was taken 
regarding motion to postpone.  15 Postpone 16 Opposed   


	 	 Motion to Adjourn -  Jerry Shadick  Second Dan Borreson  11:30am Passed  


	 	 Respectfully submitted LaNette Flunker, Secretary 


	 


	 	 


	  


